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 Hello again friends, Pastor Brian here. As another year 

unfolds, we find ourselves in February 2023. February, as you 

may know, signifies Black History Month. Since 1976, 47 years 

ago, Black History Month has sought to tell the history and 

inform the world of the contributions to society that Black 

persons have made on American history. For example, this 

month we will be focusing on hymns from African American 

traditions during our Sunday worship.  

 In seminary at MTSO I was blessed with many  Black 

professors and colleagues who shared their love and passion for 

the church and its people. The hope of the Black Church and 

vision of Black leaders is enviable. The passion and love that 

they showed to their work and to others around was infectious. 

It was through the leadership of Black professors that I truly 

caught the vision of  prophetic witness in preaching and the art 

of the “dangerous sermon.” 

 This month we honor and walk alongside of the great 

leaders of faith who gave us a vision for a fully inclusive 

beloved community. I am especially thankful for the work of 

womanist theologians. This month let’s not only hear the word, 

but do the work of anti-racism and full inclusion. 



 

 

 Yard Sale 

There are many items in in the church that need a new home so we will have a yard sale in 

early July. Start collecting items in your home that you wish to donate. More information 

will be provided later.  

Thank you, St. Paul’s UMC! 
We can’t thank Pastor Brian Daugherty and the St. Paul’s UMC staff enough for the 
support they provide to PUM. They are committed to providing a safe and functional 
environment so that PUM can accomplish the Christian mission and service to the 
community using their building facilities. They strive to maintain the building operation 
and continually update the PUM areas to support the PUM staff. 
THE UTILITIES ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 

PUM provides utilities assistance (gas, electric, water) to those in need in our community 
on Wednesdays and Fridays (10:00 – 12:00). We do NOT give assistance for gas cards, 
credit cards, telephone bills, or rental assistance. 
 We write checks for $50.00, $75.00 and $100.00 to assist clients with utility bills. 
Depending on the need, we assist with $50.00 per client for 6 months, $75.00 per client for 
9 months and $100.00 per client for 1 year.  
Food Pantry & Utilities Assistance 
Below shows the number of clients we serviced for October and November.  
October 2022: 87 families (159 people) 12 utilities 
November 2022: 72 families (163 people) 13 utilities  
  
Volunteers and donations are always appreciated.  
We are an ecumenical ministry working in partnership with 10 downtown churches, 
Parkersburg Urban Ministries 
219 11th St 
Parkersburg, WV 26101  
304-428-0537 
pkburbanministries@gmail.com 
Hours: 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 

Planning Retreat  

Please mark your calendars for February 25 for a church wide planning retreat at the Sa-

cred Heart Home in Coolville, OH from 10am to 3 pm. This will be a chance to initiate 

plans for something new or to continue the programs that are ongoing. All committee 

chairpersons and members are expected to attend and all others who wish to participate 

are encouraged to be there.  Lunch will be provided, and directions will be in the bulletin 

later in the month. Please RSVP to Karen Hickman or Beth Pfaff by February 19. 
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Disaster Response Volunteer Opportunities from Ron Daugherty 

February 16th Work day at New Vision Depot 9 am to 3pm.  Lunch provided. 

March 18th  Early Response Team training New Vision Depot 8:30 am to 5 pm.  Cost 

$25.00 lunch included.  Training certifies individuals for 3 years. 

April 14-15 Lay Servant Academy Mt Pleasant UMC. Courses are 10 classroom hours so 

they are Friday Evening / Saturday.  Application should be on District website. 

Children’s Moment: Black History Month  

 February is a busy month full of celebrations and symbols of love. In February, we 
celebrate the life of Saint Valentine by showing our love to our friends and family, we 
remember Jesus’ love and gift of His life by receiving the ashes on our foreheads on Ash 
Wednesday, and through lent we prepare our hearts to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. We also 
celebrate the history, triumphs and lives of the African American and Black community! 
February was chosen to be Black History Month because it coincided with Abraham 
Lincoln and Frederick Douglas’s birthdays. But I also think February is the perfect month 
for Black History Month because it’s a month dedicated to showing love and gratitude.  

 In Ephesians 4:11-15, Paul teaches the Ephesians to be united and share the Truth of 
Jesus in love. As God’s creations, we are to be a united family loving and caring for all, 
including those who may look or live differently than us.  Modern slavery is the result of 
sin and hatred. God’s plan for creation was always good, but sin brought about hate and 
greed in hearts that in turn caused harm, and even death. The world divides while the kin-
dom of God reconciles. One of the ways we bring unity is by fostering understanding, and 
celebrating Black History Month can create a foundation of knowledge and respect.  

 During this month of love and celebration of black history, try to become more 
knowledgeable about black history. African American history is full of men and women 
who lived out a story of redemption and displayed integrity, bravery, leadership, and 
love—while facing injustice. Even in the midst of adversity, African Americans made 
inventions and medical discoveries, built infrastructures, and created technologies that 
advanced the world—and we see that same spirit today. African Americans have a history 
of triumph and honor, and celebrating Black History Month is a way to tell the story of 
God’s redemptive power and showing love to those we have hurt.  

Prayer: Dear God, Thank You for creating a beautiful world full of variety and diversity! 
Lord, help us see value in every person. Please guide our learning us and help us always be 
kind and loving to your children. Amen  
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Birthdays Anniversaries 

3– Beth Pfaff 
4– Riley Rhodes 
7-Carol Trembly 
10– Becky Roberts 
11-Jeanna Plumly, Sharon 
Ramsey, Steve Peck 
19-Rebecca Beckett 
23– Karen Hickman 

11– Rick & Gwen Bush 
17– Bob &Geni Astorg 
       Brian & Michelle Hickman 

Communications Connection 

Instant Church Directory 
 

If your email address is included in the Instant Church Directory and 
you haven’t yet been able to access the directory on your computer, 
here’s how to get started: 
 

Type this in your browser: 
https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com 

 
If this is your first time on the site, click on Create Login and select a 
username and password.  
 

You’ll be able to access the site on a computer using the following:  
https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/online-member-directory/ 

 
Once you’ve created your login you can easily connect to the 
directory on  your smart phone by downloading the free phone app 
from your respective phone brand stored. Once done, simply login 
using your username and password. 
 
If you don’t use a computer, you can create your login credentials on 
your phone directly by accessing the first browser address listed 
above. 

https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com
https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/online-member-directory/

